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2- Food irt general, fuch as nature requires; to get bread, im- 
piie-;, to get fufficient for fupport without luxury. 

In the fweat of thy face fhalt thou eat bread. Gen. iii. 19. 

If thefe pretenders were not fupported by the fimplicity of 
the inquifitive fools, the trade would not find them bread. 

L' EJirangti 

This dowager on whom my tale I found, 

A fimple fober life in patience led. 

And had but juft enough to buy her bread. Dry den. 

When I fubmit to fuch indignities, 

Make me a citizen, a fenator ot Rome ; 

To fell my country, with my voice, for bread. Philips. 

I neither have been bred a fcholar, afoldier, nor to any kind 
of buftnefs ; this creates uneaiinefs in my mind, fearing Ifliall 
in time want bread. Spectator, N° 203. 

3. Support of life at large; 

God is pleafea to try our patience by the ingratitude of thofe, 
who, having eaten of our bread , have lift up themfelves againft 
us. King Charles'. 

But fometimes virtue ftarves, while vice is fed ; 

What then ? Is the reward of virtue bread ? Pope. 

Bread-chipper, n.f. [from bread and chip.] One that chips 
bread ; a baker’s fervant. 

No abufe, Hal, on my honour ; no abufe. Not to dif- 

praife me, and call me pantier, and bread-chipper? and I know 
not what ? Sbakefp. Henry IV . p. ii. 

Bread-corn. n.f. [from bread and corn.'] Corn of which bread ' 
is made. 

There Was not one drop of beer in the town ; the bread, 
and bread-corn , fufficed not for fix days. Hayward. 

When it is ripe, they gather it, and, bruiftng it among 
bread- corn, they put it up into a veftel, and keep it as food for 
their flaves. Broome's Notes on the Odyffey , b. viii. 

Bread-room. n.f. [In a fliip.] Apartot the hold leparatedby 
a bulk-head from the reft, where the bread and bisket for the 
men are kept. &ea Diet. 

Breadth, n.f. [from bpab, broad, Saxon.] The meafure of 
any plain fuperficies from fide to fide. 

There is inTicinum, in Italy, a church that hath windows 
only from above : it is in length an hundred feet, in breadth 
twenty, and in height near fifty ; having a door in the midft. 

Bacon' s Nat. JHift. N 9 794. 
The river Ganges, according unto later relations, if not in 
length, yet in breadth and depth, may be granted to excel it. 

Brown's Vulgar Errours , b. vi. c.~. 
Then all approach the flain with vaft furprize, , 

Admire on what a breadth of earth he lies. Dry den. 

In our Gothick cathedrals, the narrownefs of the arch makes 
it rife in height ; the lownefs opens it in breadth. Addifon. 
To BREAK. %. a » pret. I broke , or brake ; part. paff. broke, or 
broken, [bpeccan, Saxori.] 

1. To part by violence. 

When I brake the five loaves among five thoufand, how 
many bafkets of fragments took ye up ? Mark , viii. 1 9. 

Let us break their bands afunder, and caft away their cords 

from us. , P f alma ' 3 ’ 

See, faid the fire, how foon ’tis done ; 

Then took and broke them one by one . 

So ftrong you’ll be in friendfhip ty d ; 

So quickly broke, if you divide. Swift. 

2. To burft, or open by force. 

Mofes tells us, that the fountains of the earth were broke 

open, or clove afunder. r Burnet’s Theory. 

•2 To pierce ; to divide, as light divides darknels. 

By a dim winking lamp, which feebly broke 
The gloomy vapours, he lay ftretch’d along. Dryden. 

4. To deftroy by violence. 

This is the fabrick, which, when God break eth down, none 
can build up again. Burnet s Theory. 

? To overcome ; to furmount. 

Into my hand he forc’d the tempting gold. 

While I with modeft ftruggling broke his hold. G ay . 

6. To batter ; to make breaches or gaps in. 

I’d give bay Curtal, and his furniture, 

Mv mouth no more were broken than thefe hoys? 

And writ as little beard. Shakefp. All' swell that ends well. 

7. To crufh or deftroy the ftrength ol the body. 

‘ O father abbot ! 

An old man, troken with the ftorms of ftate. 

Is come to lay his weary bones among ye 5 
Give him a little earth for charity. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

The breaking of that parliament 
Broke him ; as that difhoneft viCtory 

AtChseronea, fatal to liberty* Mihmt 

Kill’d with report that old man eloquent. * 

Have not fome of his vices weakened his body, and Jgjg 
health ? have not others diffipated his eftate, and reduced km 

to want ? J 

8. To fink or appal the fpirit. 

I’ll brave her to her face ; 

I’ll give my anger its free courfe againft her : 

Thou fhalt fee* Phoenix, how I’ll break her pride. Phi ips. 


9. To fiibdlie. 

Why, then, thou can’ft not break her to the lute 

— "Why, no ; for fine hath broke the lute to me. 

Shakefp. Taming the Shrew. 
Behold young Juba, the Numidian prince, 

With how much care he forms himfelf to glory, 

And breaks the fiercenefs of his native temper. Addifon s Cato. 

10. To crufh; to difable; to incapacitate. 

1 he defeat of that day at Cropredy was much greater than 
it then appeared to be ; and it even broke the heart of his army. 

Clarendon, 

Your hopes without are vanifh’d into fmoke; 

Your captains taken, and your armies broke. Dryden , 

1 1. To weaken the mind. 

Oppreft nature deeps : 

This reft might yet have balm’d thy broken fenfes, 

Which, if convenicncy will not allow, 

Stand in hard cure. Shakefp. King Lear. 

If any dabler in poetry dares venture upon the experiment, 
he will only break his brains. Felton on the Claficksi 

12. To tame; to train to obedience. 

What boots it to break a colt, and to let him {freight run 

loofe at random ? Spenj'ers State of Ireland. 

So fed before he’s broke, he'll bear 
T 00 great a ftomach patiently to feel 
The ladling whip, or chew the curbing fteel. Mays Virgil. 

That hot-mo uth’d bead; that bears againft the curb, 

Hard to be broken even by lawful kings. Dryden. 

No fports but what belong to war they know, 

T o break the ftubborn colt, to bend the bow. Dryden. 

Virtues like thefe, 

Make human nature fliine, reform the foul. 

And break our fierce barbarians into men. Addifon s Cato. 

13. To make bankrupt. 

For this few know themfelves : for merchants broke , 

View their eftate with difeontent and pain. Davies. 

The king’s grown bankrupt, like a broken man. Shakefp . 
With arts like thefe, rich Matho, when he fpeaks, 
Attracts all fees, and little lawyers breaks. Dryden. 

A command or call to be liberal, all ol a fudden impoverifhes 
the rich, breaks the merchant, and fhuts up every private man’s 
exchequer. South. 

14. To crack or open the fkin, fo as that the blood ccmes. 

She could have run and waddled all about ; even the day be- 
fore file broke her brow ; and then my huiband took up the 
child. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

Weak foul ! and blindly to deftruCfton led : 

She break her heart ! {he’ll fooner break your head. Dryden . 

15. To violate a con.raCt or promife. 

Lovers break not hours, 

Unlefs it be to come before their time. Shakefp. T.G.of l er. 

Pardon this fault, and, by my foul I fwear, 

I never more will break an oath with thee. Shakefp. 

Did not our worthies of the houfe, 

Before they broke the peace, break vows ? Hudibras, 

16. To infringe a law. 

Unhappy man ! to break the pious laws 

Gf nature, pleading in his children’s caufe. Dryden. 

17. To intercept; to hinder the effeCt of. 

Break their talk, miftrefs, quickly ; my kinfman fhall fpeak 

for himfelf. Shakefp. Merry Wives of Windfor. 

Spirit of wine, mingled with common water, yet fo as if the 
fir ft fall be broken , by means of a fop, or otherwife, it ftayeth 
a b ove . Bacons Phyjical Remains. 

Think not my fenfe of virtue is fo {mail; 

I’ll rather leap down firft, and break your fall. Dry en. 

As one condemn’d to leap a precipice. 

Who fees before his eyes the depth below. 

Stops fhort, and looks about for fome kind fhrub, 

To break his dreadful fall. Dryden' s Spamjh Friar. 

She held my hand, the deftin’d blow to break , 

Then from her rofy lips began to fpeak. O' au 

18. To interrupt. 

Some folitary cloifter will I choofe, 

Coarfe my attire, and fhort fhall be my fteep, 

Broke by the melancholy midnight bell. Dryden s dp. * 
The father was fo moved, that he could only comman 

voice, broke with fighs and fobbings, fo far as to bid R* P 
ceed Addifon. Spectator, IN J <> 4 - 

'The poor fhade fhiv’ring ftands, and muft not /;> 

His painful filence, till the mortal fpeak. 

Sometimes in broken words he figh’d his care. 

Look’d pale, and tumbled when he view’d the fair. 

bKIiTL*. difputt with ,h, .*.»■ 

that they were forced to break company ? 

.20. To diflolve any union. , 7. noble a 

It is great folly, as well as mjuftice, to rea^ 

relation. * ' J 

21. To reform; with./ unt p f om2 time after 

The French were not quite broken of it, untn 10 ^ 6§ 

they became chriftians. Grew' s Cofnologta Stu • , • ^ Tq 
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2 ,. To open fomething new ; to propound fomething by an 

overture. , nro pounded, no counfellor 

When any new thing fiuft . 1 P but on j„ hear it, 
fhoukl fuddenly deliver any P 0 - 1 *' c p ’ ■ he the 

and atthemoft, but to break it, at hrit, - y 

better underifood at the next meeting. 

I who much denr d to know 

Of whence foe was, yet fearful hbw • tc * Rk 

„ To break the bad. To dftable one’s fortune. 

M O, many , 

Have broke their backs, with laying III. 

For this great journey. ^ 

27. To break ground, fo plow. rally <dve over 

7 When the price of corn falleth me general.y ^ ^ 

furpius tillage, and brea no more ^ 0 f Cornwcd. 

capable of good feed. J 

28. To break ground. To open trenches. 

29 To break the heart. To deftroy with grief. 

Good my lord, enter here. 

Will’t break my heart? King Lear. 

I’d rather break mine own. Jr 

Should not all relations bear a part . firvden. 

It were enough to break a Jingle heart. ) 

70. To break a jefi. To utter a jeft unexpected. 

\ 1 To break the neck. To lux, or put out the neck joints. 

° ‘ I had as lief thou didll: break his neck, as his fingers. Shakefp. 
on Tn break off. To put a fudden flop. 

33’. To break off. To preclude by fome obftacle fuddenly intcr- 

P °To check the ftarts and fallies of the foul. 

And break off all its commerce with the tongue. Addifon* 

34. To break up. To diflolve ; to put a fudden end to. 

Who cannot reft till he good fellows find ; 

He breaks up houfe, turns out of doors his mind. tier ben. 

He threatened, that the tradefmen would beat out his teetn, 
if he did not retire immediately, and break up the meeting. 

Arbuthnot's HiJtory of j. Lulu 

3c. To break up. To open ; to lay open. . 

The {hells being thus lodged amongft this mineral matter, 
when this comes now to be broke up, it exhibits impreffions o 
the {hells. . Woodward on Foffds. 

36. To break up. To feparate or difband. 

•After taking the ftrong city of Belgrade, Solyman returning 

to Conftantinople, broke up his army, and there lay itili the 
whole year following. Knolles's Hiflory of the Turks. 

37. To break upon the wheel. To punifh by ftretching a criminal 
upon the wheel, and breaking his bones with bats. 

38. To break wind. To give vent to wind in the body. 

To Break, v. n. 

1. To part in two; 

Give forrow words, the grief that does not fpeak, 

Whifpers the o’erfraught heart, and bids it break. Shakefp. 

2. To burft. 

The clouds are {till above ; and, while I fpeak, 

A fecond deluge o’er our heads may break . Dryden. 

The Roman camp 

Hangs o’er us black and threatning, like a ftorm 
Juft breaking on our heads. Dryden s All for Love. 

3. To burft by dafhing, as waves on a rock. 

He could compare the confufion of a multitude to that tu- 
mult in the Icarian fea, dafhing and breaking among its crowd 
of iflands. Pope’s Effay on Homer. 

At laft a falling billow flops his breath. 

Breaks o’er his head, and whelms him underneath. Dryden. 

4. To break as a fwelling ; to open, and difeharge matter. 

. Some hidden abfeefs in the mefentery, breaking fome few 

days after, was difeovered to be an apofteme. Harvey. 

Afk one who hath fubdued his natural rage, how he likes the 
change, and undoubtedly he will tell you, that it is no lefs 
happy than the eafe of a broken impoftume, after the painful 
gathering and filling of it. Decay of Piety. 

5 . 'Fo open as the morning. 

The day breaks not, it is my heart, 

Becaufe that I and you muft part. 

Stay, or elfe my joys will die, 

And perifh in their infancy. Donne. 

When a man thinks of any thing in the darknefs of the 
night, whatever deep impreflioris it may make in his mind, 
they are apt to vanifh as foon as the day breaks about him. 

Addifon. SpeB at or, N° 465. 

6* To burft forth; to exclaim. 

Every man, 

After the hideous ftorm that follow’d, was 
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... • r • ■> 1 . n .w] not confultingj bore. 

A thing inipn o , ami, 

Into a general prophecy 

^ To become bankrupt. 


Shakefp. Henry VVJ: 

ill venture, it come un.uc .il); hom ‘ . p.\\.. Epilogue < 

ie to poverty. . , r.m 


o-entle 

He 


Pot>e- 


Swtfi. 


come to poverty. h-nifes Ml 

Cutler faw tenants Irea-t, .ni. hou.es ... , 

For very want he could not build a wak. 
c r r 0 decline in health and dienatn. 

Yet thus, methinks, I hear them fpeak ; 

See how the dean begins to brea.: . 

Poor gentleman ! lie droops apace. 

9- To iffue out with vehemence. y !la hds he ftrook, 

tm They came into Judah, and brake into it. ^ 1 ’ 7 g 

Or who foot. up the fea withundoors, wheft “ « f 

if it had ilfued out of the womb ? Job, 

This, this is he ; fbftly awhne, ? 

T pt us not break in upon him. Milton s Agomdcs , l. 

He refolved, that Balfour fhould ufe his utmoft endeavour to 
ircak through with his whole body of horfe. Clare, ulor, b. vm. 

1 When the channel of a river is overcharged with water , 
more than it can deliver, it neceflarily breaks over the banks, 
to make itfelf room. Hale'sOngm bfMankmd. 

Sometimes his anger breaks through all difguiies, ^ 

And fpares not gods nor men. Vcttham s ^ophy. 

Till through thofe clouds the fun of knowledge ha.^e. 

And Europe from her lethargy did wake. Denham. 

Oh ! could’ft thou break through fate’s fevere deciee, 

A new Marcellus fhall arife in thee. Dryden s stneid. 

At length I’ve a£ted my fevereft part ; 

I feci the woman breaking in upon me, . , r 

And melt about my heart, my tears will flow. Addifon S Cato. 

Plow does the luftre of our father’s actions. 

Through the dark cloud of ills that cover him. 

Break out, and burn with more triumphant blaze ! Addifon . 

And yet, methinks, a beam of light breaks in, 

On my departing foul. Addifon s Caro. 

There are not wanting fome, who, ftruck with the ufeful- 
nefs of thefe charities, break through all the difficulties and cb- 
ftrudtions that now lie in the way towards advancing them. 

Atterbury . 

Almighty pow’r, by whofe moft wife command, 

Helpjefst forlorn, uncertain here I ftand ; 

Take this faint glimmering of thyfelf away, 

Or break into my foul with perfect day ! Arbuthnoi. 

Heav’n its fparkling portals wide difplay. 

And break upon thee in a flood of day ! Pope's Meffiah. 

I muft pay her the laft duty of friendfhip wherever ihd is, 
though I break through the whole plan of life which I have 
formed in my mind. Swift's Letters. 

II. To come to an explanation. 

But perceiving this great alteration in his friend, he thought 
fit to break with him thereof. Sidney, b. i. 

Stay with me awhile ; 

I am to break with thee of fome affairs. 

That touch me near. Shakefp. Two Gentlemen of Verona, 

Break with them, gentle love, 

About the drawing as many of their hufbands 
Into the plot, as can ; if not, to rid ’em, 

That’ll be the eafier practice. B. Johnfon's Catiline 

12. To fall out; to be friends no longer. 

Be not afraid to break 

With murd’rers, and traitors, for the faving 
A life fo near and neceftary to you. 

As is your country’s. B. johnfon's Catiline. 

To break upon the fcore of danger or expence, is to be mean 
and narrow-fpirited. Collier on Friendfhip . 

Sighing, he fays, we muft certainly break. 

And my cruel unkindnefs compels him to fpeak. Prior » 

13. To break from. To feparate from with fome vehemence. 

How didft thou fcorn life’s meaner charms* 

Thou who cou’dft break from Laura’s arms ? Rofcomoncn . 

Thus radiant from the circling crowd he broke ; 

And thus with manly modefty he fpoke. Dryden' s VirVd . 

This cuftom makes bigots and fcepticks ; and thofe that 
break from it, are in danger of herefy. Locke. 

1 4. To break in. To enter unexpectedly, without proper prepa- 
ration! 

The doctor is a pedant, that, with a deep voice, and a ma- 
terial air, breaks in upon convention, and drives down all 
before him, Addifon on Italy . 
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